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The genetic system in Mengkabau (a comparative study between Islamic
law and local custom)
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Abstract:
This research presents a comparative analytical study of the inheritance
system of the Minangkabau community in Indonesia, characterized by its
matrilineal system, and compares it to the inheritance laws of Islamic
Sharia. The research problem lies in the apparent discrepancy between the
local custom of bequeathing ancestral assets (Harta Pusaka) to females and
the Islamic legal rulings on inheritance. The research reached several
conclusions, most notably that the Minangkabau inheritance system
distinguishes between "ancestral assets" (Harta Pusaka Tinggi), which are
subject to custom to ensure the family's survival, and "acquired assets"

(Harta Pencarian), which are subject to Islamic Sharia. Furthermore, there
are ongoing attempts to reconcile custom and Sharia, whereby ancestral
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assets are considered a type of "family endowment" or collective property
that is not included in the deceased's individual estate. The study confirms
that the community in Mengkabau adheres to the principle of integration
between custom and religion, despite some challenges in the practical
application of the rituals.
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